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Orbis pictus: creative cognition of the world



An international project of
touring exhibitions 
conceived by Petr Nikl and 
supplemented by a 
diversified programme 

hǊōƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǎ ƻǊΧ



hǊōƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǎ ƻǊΧ

Χ The Gate to the World of Creative Human 
Imagination(Paris 2006)

Χ [ŜǇƻǊŜƭƻDŀƳŜ(Liberec 2009)

Χ [ŀōȅǊƛƴǘƘ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘ (Prague 2009)

Χ DƻƭŜƳ (Prague 2009)

Χ t[!¸(Prague 2010)

Χ {ŜƴǎƻǊƛǳƳ



Project characteristics

ÅInspired by the work Labyrinth of the World and 
Paradise of the Heartby the Czech humanist John
AmosComenius

ÅThe scripts are based on the experience obtained 
throughthe interactive exhibitions Nests of 
Games (Prague, 2000)and The Garden of 
Imagination and Music (Czech exposition at EXPO
2005 in Aichi, Japan)

ÅVisited by more than 2,5 mil. people from 2000

ÅProject web page www.orbis-pictus.com







Project objectives

ÅTo foster imagination, 
creativity, and the 
sense of responsibility
ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŦŜ

ÅTo offer an 
opportunity to 
discover individual 
creative potential by 
means of artistic tools



Project objectives:

ÅTo reflect the strength 
of the creative desire 
for knowledge 

ÅTo provethat the 
phenomenon of play 
can function as a 
universal means of 
communication

ÅTo materialize and 
further expand the 
timeless ideas of J. A. 
Comenius





ÅInstuments focused 
mainly on the 
phenomenon of play

ÅPlayfulness on several 
levels:

ïInteraction with the 
exhibits

ïCreating and 
searching for 
connections and 
references hidden in 
the exhibition

ïWorkshops



ÅThe main aim and purpose of the project is to 
create a communication channel across 
nationalities, social classes and religious beliefs



Visit rate
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Number of 
visitors in 
thousands2006:Paris (FRA)

2007:Prague, Brno, 
Florence (ITA)

2008:Vancouver (CAN), 
Ostrava 

2009:Sophia (BUL), 
Brussels (BEL), 
Prague, Liberec, 
Moscow (RUS)

2010:Prague, Ostrava
2011:Brno
2012:Linz (AUS)





VisitorsΩprofile

ÅInhabitants and visitors of large cities with 
cultural tradition, pupilsand students(from 
nursery to university), pedagogues, families, 
seniors, disadvantagedgroups, turists

ÅActiveand creativepeople, interested in culture 
and new ways of learning and cognition

ÅPeople connectednot by their age, sex or 
education, but by their creativity

ÅPeople able to unfold their creative potential




